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PREFACE

My musical educatian started at home. My father introduced
me and my tisters, from early childhocd, to the charms of old
Assyrian folk songs and hymns. Such wes our infatuation with
Assyrian music that my sisters and | used to break into song on
our way to and from school. Our fortune lay in that my father
was both a dedicated student of Assyrian culture and an asccom-
plished pedagogue.

This process of family - based dissemination of culture must
go on. Together with language, ml_.lsical culture is an inherited
birthrighll. Can there he doubt that the survival of the Assyrian
nation hangs upon the extent to wich we are prepared to

preserve our musical culture?

Kamishli has always been at the hub of Assyrian musical
culture. Old songs and poems were preserved there. Many
songs created by the wmusical genius of ocur peocple found their
way to Kamishli. Immersed as | was in Kamishli's tradition, | was
advantageously situated to transmit this inherited culture to children
of Assyrian origin in Sweden ,in my capacily as a child pedagogue.
it is gratifying to know that Assyrian children in Sweden sing
these centuries-old songs in communal gatherings,

My musical background and my experience with Assyrian
children created in me the ambition to colleet some of these
musical gems and present them in written form. Despite the
limitations of my present contribution both in scope and scale,
i cannot help but hope that my initiative will inspire others, more
gifted than 1, to join me in this national effort. ! would like o
mention that this project was sponsored by the Assyrian Union,
The task of gathering, selecting, and arranging the material was 3o
painstaking that the wale project took six years to complete.
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